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Dear students and parents, 

 

We look forward to meeting all of you in the upcoming 2019-2020 school year.  This summer as you catch up 

on your video games and pool time, we want you to also read and stretch your imagination! This year’s list of 

Sunshine State Young Reader’s Award books is fantastic!  The full list for 6-8th grade books can be found here: 

https://www.floridamediaed.org/ssyra.html (scroll down). 

 

Each grade level is required to read one Sunshine State book from the list.  Students in our IB program will also 

need to read a second book listed below.  

 

All Sunshine State books and IB books can be checked out of our school Media Center/front office, the Orange 

County Library system, or can be found at your local bookstore.  During the summer the front office has a 

different schedule please call before your visit: 407-249-6430. 

 

Aside from reading the book, when you return in August you will be taking the AR test and submitting a fun 

project to  show off your chosen book!  Read below for details. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Annette Estevill-Perez 

Literacy Coach 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Summer Reading Requirements 

 

6th-8th grade Regular students: 1 sunshine state book of your choice (see list) 
 

IB Students: 

● 6th: 1 Sunshine State Book of your choice (see list) AND “Zlata’s Diary” by Zlata Filipović 

● 7th: 1 sunshine state book of your choice (see list) AND “A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of 

a boy soldier” by Saroo Brierley 

● 8th: 2 Sunshine State books of your choice (see list) 
 

ALL Students: see pg. 2-4 for YOUR summer reading project directions. 

https://www.floridamediaed.org/ssyra.html
https://www.floridamediaed.org/uploads/6/1/4/2/61420659/6-8_annotated_list_2019-2020.pdf
https://www.floridamediaed.org/uploads/6/1/4/2/61420659/6-8_annotated_list_2019-2020.pdf
https://www.floridamediaed.org/uploads/6/1/4/2/61420659/6-8_annotated_list_2019-2020.pdf
https://www.floridamediaed.org/uploads/6/1/4/2/61420659/6-8_annotated_list_2019-2020.pdf
https://www.floridamediaed.org/uploads/6/1/4/2/61420659/6-8_annotated_list_2019-2020.pdf
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6 & 8th grade Summer Reading Project (Regular & IB) 

How I’ll Show What I Know 
 

A project for language arts class, by _____________________________  
Book Title: ______________________________ 
Author: _________________________________ 

To demonstrate my understanding of ONE of the Sunshine State Books, I will create 

● a skit or movie trailer (filmed and edited) 
● an album cover or playlist (with at least ten songs and paragraph explanations for each) 
● an in-depth book review with a star rating of 1-5 (review characters, theme, and plot development) 
● journal for one of the characters in the novel (minimum five entries, one page each) 
● letters between two characters over the course of the plot (at least five, one page each) 

which shows the novel’s themes and characterizations by 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This would prove that I understood the major themes (or life lessons) of the book because: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Project Rubric 

Grading Criteria Excellent 
(30/30 or 10/10) 

Good 
(25/30 or 8/10) 

Satisfactory 
(20/30 or 6/10) 

Fair 
(15/30 or 4/10) 

Poor 
(10/30 or 2/10) 

Characterization 
(out of 30 points)  

Characters act and talk 
in a way that always 
matches with their 
presentation in the 
novel. 

Characters act and talk 
in a way that almost 
always  matches with 
their presentation in 
the novel. 

Characters act and talk 
in a way that mostly 
matches with their 
presentation in the 
novel. 

Characters act and 
talk in a way that 
sometimes matches 
with their presentation 
in the novel. 

Characters act and 
talk in a way that 
does not match with 
their presentation in 
the novel. 

Theme or  
Life Lesson 
(out of 30 points)  
 

The theme of the 
scene is clear, and it 
supports a theme 
from the book. 

The theme of the 
scene is mostly clear, 
and it supports a 
theme from the book. 

The theme of the scene 
is unclear, but it is 
based on a theme 
from the book. 

The theme of the 
scene is unclear, or it 
does not support a 
theme from the 
book. 

The scene does not 
have a theme. 

Figurative 
Language 
(out of 30 points)  
 

Project has at least 
three highlighted 
examples of figurative 
language.  

Project has two 
highlighted examples 
of figurative language.  

Project has one 
highlighted examples 
of figurative language.  

Project has no 
highlighted examples 
of figurative language.  

Project has no 
figurative language. 

Presentation 
(out of 10 points)  
 

Project was presented 
to class with excellent 
clarity and expression.  

Project was presented 
to class with good 
clarity and expression.  

Project was presented 
to class with adequate 
clarity and expression.  

Project was presented 
to class with 
inadequate clarity 
and little expression.  

Project was not 
presented to class. 
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7th Grade IB Summer Reading Activity: 

 Students will read the book   “A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a boy soldier”. 

Instructions for your Shoebox Diorama: 

1.       Choose a scene that you enjoyed and that had meaning for you. 

2.       Create a shoebox diorama.  

3.       Use a shoebox set on its side to create your scene. You can place the lid under the box to create more 

space for your scene. 

4.       Use small inexpensive objects such as toys, construction paper, wire, clay, and so forth to create your 

scene. Include details in your scene to make it look more realistic. Remember to put 6 or more items that are 

direct from the scene. (see rubric Number of Items) 

5.        Decorate the inside walls of your box too. 

6.       The title and author of the book should be displayed somewhere on the outside of the box. 

7.       Write a paragraph (5-7 sentences) explaining how the items you have in your diorama are related to the 

scene. Glue your paragraph to the back of the box.  (See rubric Scene Analysis). 

8.       Include a list of main characters along with a statement describing the theme somewhere on the outside 

of the box.. 

9.       WRITE & THINK – (Read the 4 points below and answer them in 3 paragraphs. This should be typed or 

neatly handwritten in black ink.) 

a.        Consider the life lesson of the story, along with what you can learn from the characters’ choices and 

actions for the theme. 

b.       Determine what is happening in the scene and why it is important to the plot or story. 

c.       Explain why you chose this scene.  

d.       Answer what made this scene important to you. 

10.   BE ready to share with class! J  

  

I can’t wait to see your work and to meet you! – Mrs. J. Lebron, 7th grade IB teacher 
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7th Grade Regular Summer Reading Project 

 

Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Menu 
 
Directions:  
Start with Activity number 5, and then make two other choices to make your tic-tac-toe. 
 

Create a fictional 
interview video 
with the 
protagonist, 

antagonist, or author 
where you play the 
character/author and dress 
the part. Write a complete 
script in Google Docs and 
submit with the video. 

Create four 
character 
trading cards 
using the digital 

tool of your choice. 
Remember to include the 
character’s name, an 
image, and at least five 
characteristics for each 
character. 
 

Write a diary 
from the point of 
view of one of the 
story’s main 

characters that they would 
have written before, 
during, or after the book’s 
events. Remember that the 
character’s thoughts and 
feelings are very important 
in a diary. 

Create an 
interactive 
digital timeline 
of events from 

your book. Include 
important dates, character 
introductions, conflicts and 
resolution, images to 
represent each event, and 
links to additional 
information, videos, etc. 

Write a 
one-paragraph 
summary of your 
novel, and share 

on a slide in our 
collaborative slide deck 
[insert your own link]. 
Add an image of the book 
cover and links to your 
other two projects. 

 

If this novel had a 
soundtrack, 
what would it be? 
Create a YouTube 

playlist with at least 10 
songs that would make a 
great soundtrack. Explain 
each of your choices in a 
Google Doc and where 
they fit in the story arc.  

Create a comic 
strip retelling the 
story in your own 
words. Be sure to 

include all of the important 
characters, exciting events, 
conflicts, and resolution. 

Create a video 
book trailer 
using the digital 
tool of your 

choice. Remember to 
include music to set the 
tone, and tell a brief story 
about the central conflict 
and characters without 
revealing too much! Tease 
the audience! 

Create a new 
book jacket for 
the novel. Use the 
digital tool of 

your choice or the artistic 
medium of your choice 
(draw, paint, etc.). 
Remember to include a 
summary about the author 
and an eye-catching cover 
image. 

 


